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Background 

Beginning January 10, 2023, then biennially thereafter, Public Law 2021, chapter 681 (Act) 

requires the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) to file a report with the Joint Standing 

Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology and the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission 

(MITSC) on the activities of the Commission pursuant to the Act. Specifically, 5 M.R.S. § 

11055(2) requires the report to include the following: 

▪ A copy of the current policy adopted and implemented by the Commission pursuant to 5 

M.R.S. § 11053; 

▪ The name and contact information of the tribal liaison designated by the Commission 

pursuant to 5 M.R.S. § 11053(3); 

▪ A description of training provided pursuant to 5 M.R.S. § 11054; 

▪ A statement of programs, rules or services known at the time of the report, that the 

Commission intends to adopt, amend or provide in the coming reporting period that 

substantially and uniquely affect Indian tribes or tribal members;  

▪ A summary of tribal collaboration activities the Commission has engaged in; and 

▪ Any recommendations for improving the effectiveness of the Act, including 

recommendations regarding other Commission actions for which it may be appropriate to 

require collaboration under the Act.  

Policy 

Attached to this report is the policy adopted by the Commission on January 4, 2023, as required 

by 5 M.R.S. § 11053. The development of this policy was initiated by the Governor’s Office and 

a draft version of this policy was sent to the MITSC as well as to each Tribe for input. Edits were 

made to the draft policy based on comments received.  

Tribal Liaison 

The Tribal liaison for the Commission is Jody McColman, Director of Telephone and Water 

Utility Industries, who can be reached at 207-287-1365, or by email at 

jordan.d.mccolman@maine.gov.   

Training 

On November 20, 2024, the Governor’s Office provided training on how to implement the 

statute in a manner that promotes effective communication and positive government-to-

government relations with the Tribes.  

Commission Activities 

There are few, if any rules or Commission activities that substantially and uniquely affect the 

Indian tribes or tribal members; however, the Commission intends to seek input on certain 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0428&item=14&snum=130
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec11055.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec11055.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec11053.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec11053.html
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec11054.html
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matters regardless of whether they are determined to substantially or uniquely affect the Indian 

tribes or tribal members. The Commission solicited input from tribes in the following matters1: 

▪ Initiation of a rulemaking for Chapter 815, Consumer Protection Standards for Electric

and Gas Transmission and Distribution Utilities (MPUC Docket No. 2023-00025).

▪ Versant Power request for a rate increase (MPUC Docket No. 2023-00336).

▪ CMP request for approval of an annual compliance filing (MPUC Docket No. 2024-

00014).

 Additionally, the Commission intends to solicit input for any rulemaking that impacts consumer-

owned water utilities that serve tribal lands.  

Recommendations 

Currently, the Commission has no recommendations for changes to the statutes. 

1 In Docket No. 2024-00373, the Commission received a request for an advisory ruling from the Indian Township 

Tribal Government. If any proceeding is initiated as a result of this request, the Commission intends to notify all 

Tribes.  










